






































































the History of Royal Lytham and St Annc's Golf 
Club. Older members will recall thal Tony wrote in 
1985 The Lychalll Cel111l1)1, which was widely 
acclaimed as an excellent history of the Club and is 
now very collcctible . Thc completely revised book, 
which takes in the subsequenr events of the last 15 
years, has a foreword by Sir 1\1 ichael Bonallack 
O.B.E, a joint winner ofthe Lytham Trophy in 1965 
as weIl as moving recently onto greatcr things. The 
Lytham Century alld Beyolld ean be ordered 
from The Secretary of the Club at Royal Lytham & 
St Anne's Golf Club; Links Gate; Lytham and St 
Anne's; Lancashire FY8 3LQ. There is a !eather 
bound limited edition of 100 at [i 00 each and a 
hard cover edition at [30. UK postage will be [5, 
Europe postage [6 and varying postage prices 
depending on the service to the US and the rest of 
the world. This is almosr cerrainly to be anc of the 
best Club histories published in the year 2000. 

Following Bob Gowland's departure from 
Phillips for a more cxalted position at Bonham's 
and John Joinson also leaving Phillips, Chester, in 
July, I reccived a letter from BGCS member Colin 
Palmer who has just been appointed Phillips 
Golfing Memorabilia Specialist. He asked me 
whether I had any comments that 1 might have with 
[egard (0 thc service [ would expect at a golf 
auction. Now, as Dur editor is a Iittle parsimonious 
on space within this magazine I am unable to 
reproduce my rcply. Suffice to say that apart from 
seeking help [rom BGCS members in the Chester 
area and contacting our worthy editor, r did suggest 
that as far as books are concerned all auction 
houses cou ld imprave the quality of their 
cata loguin g. I gave a number of examples from 
catalogues which left a considerablc amount to be 
desired, unstated damage, missing plates or laser 
reproductions, and inscriptions. I am sure that 
similar comments can be made wirh regard to 
clubs, balls, ceramics, golfing art and ather aspects 
of golfing memorabilia. A line with your suggestions 
and ideas to Colin Palmer might nOt go amiss. I 
ought pcrhaps to pass on a bouquet tQ book dealers 
like Rhod McEwan, Bob Grant and Stcve Schofield 
because from personal ex peri en ce I can buy with 
confidence from them and their book descriptions 
shame those of most auctioneers. 

Since the last issue of Through Thc Green there 
have been a couple of golf auctions. In August, toa 
late to report in our September issue, Pacific Book 
Auction Gallery sold the golf library of Jerold J. 
Benavie, who I have not come across previously. In 
all there we re just under 300 lots of which there 
were ovcr 80 multiple lors of six books or more. 
Many of these multiple lots sold for around $70 or 
less than SlO a book. This has to bc a good way of 
building a golf library at not toO great an outlay. 
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Whilst the golf books tor sale were not exceptionally 
rare or scarce there were anc or two rhat merited 
attention. The prices which 1 give for the books 
mentioned indude the 15 % buyer's commi ss ion 
and are in US dollars, sa 1 \ViII leave you to con ven 
these to proper coins of the realm. All amh%gy 011 
Mally Greells, by Miles Bantock and publishcd in 
190 I , made 5632, and a rather strange book with 
the catchy title of Golfer's foOI .... Rep"/11ed /rom the 
Medica/ Record May 20, /9/6 made the surprising 
Slim of $460. Thc particular foot in question had an 
acute distortion due ra a braken arch in d1e anterior 
metatarsal curved area. I put that bit in to keep our 
members of the medical profession happy and 
interested. However, for us lay people you may be 
interested ra learn that the diagnosis solemnly states 
th at th is is Iikely to make the player fretful and 
interfere with play. At last I have now discovercd a 
brand new excusc for next Sunday's fourball! 
Moving swiftly on, Darwin's P/ayillg file Like made 
$747 and Hutchinson's Tlte Golfillg Pi/grim Ist 
American edition fetched S402. For those readers 
that have skipped the first part of this column I did 
say earlier that Alistair Johnsron's prcvious books 
\Vere vcry collectible. Just to prove how right I was, 
his book Tlte C/apcott Papers published in an edition 
of 400 in 1985 was knocked down for $575. My 
good friend Joe Murdoch's Tlte Libra,y of Golf 
1743- 1966 reached $488, which is now regular 
price. Perhaps the star of the show was Francis 
Ouimet's A Game of Golf number 70 of a Iimited 
cdition of 550 copies and signed by this grcat 
Amcrican amateur which achievcd $ 1, 380. 
Surprisingly, a collection of 2700 golling posrcards 
did not seIl but maybe thc prospectivc purchasers 
were put off by an estimate of $3000/5000. I feit 
that most of the priecs achieved were belo\V average 
and there was a comparatively high percentage not 
sold. 

Thc othcr sale I referred to carlier was the 
Bonhams & Doyles Golf Memorabilia Auction on 
October 5 in New Vork. Here the prices are the 
hammer priee and do not include the buyer's 
eommission and arc given in [s sterling, which 
makes it sa much casier for us all! There \Vere 
approximately 120 baak lots amongst which were 
some gems. Probably the most famous early golf 
baak is Thomas Mathison's The GoJJ, first 
published in 1743, with the 2nd edition published 
twenty years later in 1763, and the 3rd cdition in 
1793. All, it would be reasonabie to say, are very 
rare and very expcnsivc. The third edition was for 
sale although thc catalogue illustration was for the 
2nd edition. Thc last time a copy came up for sale 
was in the 1998 salc of the library fornled by Joe 
Murdoch, whieh was also a 3rd edition. This latter 
copy made 580,500 whilst the Bonham/Doyle copy 
made rather less at S55,000 or [31,393. I guess 



Rhod McEwan was happy at saving himself 
$25,000, Thc vcllum bound l imited edition of 
Hilton & Smitl1's The RO)Jal alld Ancie11l Game~ onc 
of thc most attractivc golf books published, rcached 
a not unreasonable price of [,3, 139 and the large 
paper cdirÎon of Hurchinson's Brftis" Golf Links 
made [1,370, the same price as Kerr's large paper 
edition of The Golf Baak of Easl Lalhiall. A copy of 
George Aikman's A Round oJ Liu/?s, (har wh en I saw 
ie at Bonham's, Manchester was nor in very good 
condition, was sold for [,4,566, ",hich reftected its 
appearancc, and a copy of Smith's Aberdeen Golfers 
Record alld Remilliscences pub l ishcd in 1909 
achieved [,1,712. Scvcral vcry collcctible books did 
not reach rheir reserve norably a copy of Tlze Ru/es 
of lhe TMslle Club (S I 0,500- 1 1,500), an advance 
copy of Forgan's Golfer's Halldbaol, ($5000-6000) 
published circa 1881 and a 1566 copy of The Blac" 
Aczs of which only 5 copies are knowl1. This Inner 
item was cstimated at bcrween 550-70)000. 

Whilst I for one hope thar in the year 2000 and 
thereafter golf aucrions continue in rheir present 
form, which provides a forum for meeting other 
collectors and cnjoying live the buzz of excitcmcnt 

when two bidders arc going hammer and tongs for 
an object of rheir desire, rhere is no doubt that 
e lectronic aucrÎons, Iinking bidders rhe world over, 
arc confidently predicted to be the way of the 
future. Recently I have bid for golf memorabilia on 
an Internet web site called E-Bay 
(http: //www.ebay.com). and I have found it very 
straight forward. This address takes you [0 E-Bay's 
home page and if you click on "Spons 
Memorabilia" and on the next screen "Golf 
Memorabilia" you can carry out a search for books, 
clubs or what have you. Last month I bid for (\vo 
Irish Club Histories and was delighted that I was 
successful for both. Ir was only later that I 
discovered these we re being offered bI' BGCS 
member J'v\ ichael Neary [rom Bray, l reland. He 
needless to say has his own Webs ite 
(http: //www.golfmemories.ie) which is a site weil 
worth vis iting, sa I could have saved myself all the 
bother, 

May the year 2000 be good for you and your 
collccting interests and I hope to give you a call 
early in the Ncw Year. 

LESSER RAMBLINGS by The EDITOR 
Few will have anticipated this history, but as they 
say, the unexpected is of ten the more satisfying. 
And so it is with Unite d f or a Hundred Years, 
the history of the Braids UI/iled Golf Club 1897-
1997. The Club does not own its own course but, 
as its name suggests, it is the prime club which 
plays on the Edinburgh Corporation's courses on 
the Braid Hills which lie prominently to the sOllth 
of tlle city, 

Although the deve10pment of the club itself 
migh( nOL be of great interest to the outsider, the 
book contains some very useful background 
informalÎon on Lhe overcrowding on Bruntsfield 
Links, the cessation of golf there, and the move to 
thc Braid Hills, Wh en the Brunrsfieid Links became 
too crowdcd for golf the City Fnthers recognised 
the ovel"\vhelming demand for golfing facilities and, 
with excellent judgmen(, bougln the Braid Hills 
bath for golfing and other recreational purposes. 
This was, perhaps, the first purchase of land by a 
civic body specifically (Q provide a golf course. 

There is anolher intcresting snip pet on the 
argumenrs over the introduction of Sunday golf, 
and somc biographical notes on the Armour boys 
Tommy and Sandy, the laner being a stalwart 
member of Braids United bcfore he joined his more 
famous younger brother in the USA. 

If you are interested in the history of the game, 
then this should be in your collection. It is availablc 
at [, 12,50, US$24, inc p&p from the author Jim 
Forson, 9 Winton Gardens, Edinburgh EH I 0 7ET, 
and a bound vcrsion \Viii be available soon. 
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The HislO1y oJ Highwoods Golf Club 1924-
1999 is another yau mighr not have expccted. Co
authored by BGCS stalwart John Wilson, this 75th 
Anniversary hisrory is modesr but weil produced. 
Lacking any early formal records the authors have 
soundly rcscarched the club's [ragi le existcnce, 
competing as it d id wirh the town's 'big' clubs, 
Bexhill on Sea and Cooden Beach, which it might 
be rhought, were ample for a lawn of jts size. 
Surprisingly, Ir was the aId est club, Bcxhill, which 
\,venr to me wall leaving irs younger rivals to thrive 
today. Produced in A4 format,ir is available from 
the Club Secretary at [,6 plus p&p, An intcresting 
rcad. 

Finally, onc which arrivcd just bcfore we go to 

press, Golf Inlp!en1ents an d IWe nl o'rabi!ia by 
Kevin McGimpsey and David Neech, 
Unfortunately in the rush to get TTG tO the 
printers, I have nor had time to give this baak the 
arrentÎon it deserves but even my limited perusal 
confirms its quality. The undcrlying thcme of the 
book is the premise that golf as we know it today 
springs directIl' from the devc10pment of the golf 
balI, and therefore much of the text is devored to 
rhe bali in its evolution, and the effects on other 
facets of the game such as clubs and rules, But 
there are also chapters on all aspects of golfing 
memorabilia; art, woods and other material5, 
patents, adverrising etc. There are 1.1 150 listings of 
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fcathery and gutty makers, and an exten sive li st o f kn own go lf ani sts. Ir is profuse ly i1Iustrated and 
while much of the material may not bc ncw to me reader, me discussion is logically marshall ed and weil 
presented. \X1hat I havc becn able [0 read has been bath intcresting and instructive and that is what J seek in 
such a production. 1 mink you will also cnjoy it. 

Priced at L19 .95 plus P&P, it is available from G ram Books and Rhod M eEwan . 

A Guid New Year Tae Yin And A' 
Here's a healm to American golfers. 

T a our brothers in red o'er thc sea; 
And confusion thc decpest to scoffers, 

Wherevcr, or who, they may bc. 
Hcrc's good luck [0 me game in Australia, 

Niay their drives never swervc from the goal, 
On the green may they never know failure 

But always putt straight for the hole. 

Here's [0 golf on me wide-rolling prairic, 
\XThere Canada's sans live and roil; 

May thcir playing be cautious and wary, 
And the 'Colond' be baulked of his spoil. 

Where the sun shines in mid-day effulgcnce 
On poor golfers in Asia's hot c!ime; 

M ay their bad words find special indulgence 
\X1hen it comes ro the summing-up time. 

We will drink to ou r red-coated brothcrs 
Who play on South Afri can shores; 

Wc \V iII wish mem 'good luck' with mc othcrs, 
M ay mcy never find fa ult wÎth their scores. 

From Far Eastern shares ro Canaries, 
In Europe, and land s in betwecn 

With a good will that eaeh golfer's share is, 
W e' lI toast all and evcry Golf Green . 

H e who dinks, lads, 
T a the Links, lads, 

Joins the toas t that Scotland offers 
T o the mighty host of golfers. 

Far away, lads, 
Long may they, !ads, 

Pl ay the game that nought surpasscs 
And to them we' lI ehuek our glasses 

H ere to-d ay. 

These words from Golf llIuslraled in January 1896 best express our thoughts at this time. T o all our friends, 
wherever they may be, we wish thcm joy and happiness in the ncw Millennium . 

HAPPY NEW '(EAR. 
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Joyeux Nöel et une Bonne Année 

Prettige Kerstdagen en Gelukkig Nieuwjaar 
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God Joul Hyvää Joulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta! 
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