











































































































Rhod McEwan was happy at saving himself
$25,000. The vellum bound limited edition of
Hilton & Smith’s The Roval and Ancient Game, one
of the most attractive golf books published, reached
a not unreasonable price of £3,139 and the large
paper edition of Hutchinson’s British Golf Links
made £1,370, the same price as Kerr’s large paper
edition of The Golf Book of East Lothian. A copy of
George Aikman’s A Round of Links, that when I saw
it at Bonham’s, Manchester was not in very good
condition, was sold for £4,566, which reflected its
appearance, and a copy of Smith’s Aberdeen Golfers
Record and Reminiscences published in 19009
achieved £1,712. Several very collectible books did
not reach their reserve notably a copy of The Rules
of the Thistle Club ($10,500-11,500), an advance
copy of Forgan’s Golfer’s Handbook ($5000-6000)
published circa 1881 and a 1566 copy of The Black
Acts of which only 5 copies are known. This latter
irem was estimated at between $50-70,000.

Whilst 1 for one hope that in the year 2000 and
thereafter golf auctions continue in their present
form, which provides a forum for meeting other
collectors and enjoying live the buzz of excitement

when two bidders are going hammer and tongs for
an object of their desire, there is no doubt that
electronic auctions, linking bidders the world over,
are confidently predicted to be the way of the
future. Recently I have bid for golf memorabilia on
an Internet web site called E-Bay
(http://www.ebay.com), and I have found it very
straight forward. This address takes you to E-Bay’s
home page and if vou click on “Sports
Memorabilia” and on the next screen “Golf
Memorabilia” you can carry out a search for books,
clubs or what have you. Last month I bid for two
Irish Club Histories and was delighted that T was
successful for both. It was only later thart I
discovered these were being offered by BGCS
member Michael Neary from Bray, Ireland. He
needless to say has his own Website
(http://www.golfmemories.ie) which is a site well
worth visiting, so I could have saved myself all the
bother.

May the year 2000 be good for you and vour
collecting interests and I hope to give you a call
early in the New Year.

Dick Derran

LESSER RAMBLINGS by The EDITOR

Few will have anticipated this history, but as they
say, the unexpected is often the more satisfving.
And so it is with United for a Hundred Years,
the history of the Braids United Golf Club 1897-
1997. The Club does not own its own course but,
as its name suggests, it 1s the prime club which
plays on the Edinburgh Corporation’s courses on
the Braid Hills which lie prominently to the south
of the city.

Although the development of the club itself
might not be of greart interest to the outsider, the
book contains some very useful background
information on the overcrowding on Bruntsfield
Links, the cessation of golf there, and the move to
the Braid Hills. When the Bruntsfield Links became
too crowded for golf the City Fathers recognised
the overwhelming demand for golfing facilities and,
with excellent judgment, bought the Braid Hills
both for golfing and other recreational purposes.
This was, perhaps, the first purchase of land by a
civic body specifically to provide a golf course.

There is another interesting snippet on the
arguments over the introduction of Sunday golf,
and some biographical notes on the Armour boys
Tommy and Sandy, the latter being a stalwart
member of Braids United before he joined his more
famous vounger brother in the USA.

If you are interested in the history of the game,
then this should be in your collection, It is available
at £12.50, US$24, inc p&p from the author Jim
Forson, 9 Winton Gardens, Edinburgh EH10 7ET,
and a bound version will be available soon.

The History of Highwoods Golf Club 1924-
1999 is another vou might not have expected. Co-
authored by BGCS stalwart John Wilson, this 75th
Anniversary history is modest but well produced.
Lacking any early formal records the authors have
soundly researched the club’s fragile existence,
competing as it did with the town’s *big’ clubs,
Bexhill on Sea and Cooden Beach, which it might
be thought, were ample for a town of its size.
Surprisingly, It was the oldest club, Bexhill, which
went to the wall leaving its yvounger rivals to thrive
today. Produced in A4 format,it is available from
the Club Secretary at £6 plus p&p. An interesting
read.

Finally, one which arrived just before we go to
press, Golf Implements and Memorabilia by
Kevin McGimpsey and David Neech.
Unfortunately in the rush to get TTG to the
printers, I have not had dme to give this book the
attention it deserves but even my limited perusal
confirms its quality. The underlying theme of the
book is the premise that golf as we know it today
springs directly from the development of the golf
ball, and therefore much of the text is devoted to
the ball in its evolution, and the effects on other
facets of the game such as clubs and rules. But
there are also chapters on all aspects of golfing
memorabilia; art, woods and other materials,
patents, advertising etc. There are also listings of
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continued from page 35

feathery and gutty makers, and an extensive list of known golf artists. It is profusely illustrated and
while much of the material may not be new to the reader, the discussion is logically marshalled and well
presented. What I have been able to read has been both interesting and instructive and that is what I seek in
such a production. I think you will also enjoy it.

Priced at £19.95 plus P&P, it is available from Grant Books and Rhod McEwan.

A Guid New Year Tae Yin And A’

Here’s a health to American golfers. We will drink to our red-coated brothers
To our brothers in red o’er the sea; Who play on South African shores;
And confusion the deepest to scoffers, We will wish them ‘good luck’ with the others,
Wherever, or who, they may be. May they never find faulr with their scores.
Here’s good luck to the game in Australia, From Far Eastern shores to Canaries,
May their drives never swerve from the goal, In Europe, and lands in between
On the green may they never know failure With a good will that each golfer’s share is,
But always putt straight for the hole. We'll toast all and every Golf Green.
He who dinks, lads,
Here’s to golf on the wide-rolling prairie, To the Links, lads,
Where Canada’s sons live and toil; Joins the toast that Scotland offers
May their playing be cautious and wary, To the mighty host of golfers.
And the ‘Colonel’ be baulked of his spoil. Far away, lads,
Where the sun shines in mid-day effulgence Long may they, lads,
On poor golfers in Asia’s hot clime; Play the game that nought surpasses
May their bad words find special indulgence And to them we’ll chuck our glasses
When it comes to the summing-up time. Here to-day.

These words from Golf Illustrated in January 1896 best express our thoughts at this time. To all our friends,
wherever they may be, we wish them joy and happiness in the new Millennium.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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A Mewny Christmas and a Prosperous and Happy New Year
te all our friends throughout the world

Joyeux Noel et une Bonne Année Feliz navidad y and nuevo
P Zrvh B Fuv
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Prettige Kerstdagen en Gelukkig Nieuwjaar e & & [ I

Brohiche Weihnachten und viel Glick im newen Jahr
Kunc Hel Fat CHol Loma RQEEe\  ml7jE Aden\ot
God Joul Hyvaa Joulua ja Onnellista Uutta Vuotta!
AU—TYAIRA FEEBHTESIIIVET

Buon Natale e buon anno God Jul og Godt Nytt Ar

NADOLIG CLLAWEN A BLWYDDYN NEWVYDD DDA

Printed by Hughes & Company, Kempsey, Worcestershire






